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went on say: " The Grand Duchess has also written a
letter to papa (the Emperor William), in which she
begged that the alleged oppression of the Catholics in
Alsace should be stopped. This suggestion was, how-
ever, declined."

He confirmed what he had said in this letter respect-
ing the Empress, and added: " In the spring of 1871
our troops should have returned much sooner, but
Augusta wished to be present at their entry and yet to
complete her course of baths before she came back. So
there was a postponement of four or five weeks, which
cost the Treasury nine millions in hard cash. The losses
suffered by agriculture in consequence of this delay are
incalculable, The promotion of Gruner as Wirklicher
Geheimrath (' Real' Privy Councillor), which was given
by the old Emperor in a note written in his own hand,
without counter signature, was also her work. Gruner
is quite incapable, but is a member of the Bonbonniere
Fronde.1 It is just the same with Schleinite, who is also
quite devoid of talent and smartness, and of whom she
was thinking as successor to the Chief."

According to Bucher, the Prince's health was again
anything but satisfactory. When Bucher told the Chief
that if he retired he himself would not remain, the
Prince replied that that was a matter he should first
consider well, but if he nevertheless decided to resign
he should come to him at Varzin, With regard to my
visit to the Chief, he feared nothing would come of it at
present, as to-day was his wife's birthday, and he would
perhaps leave to-morrow evening. At the same time
he wanted to report my arrival, even if he were not
summoned to the Chief.

1 The Bonbonniere was a nickname for the  Opposition, composed of
the favourites of the Empress Augusta,